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4< Well* as it happens, the loiter wasn't necessary/1
Ilanslet replied, " Hiey told me at Wcyforcl that Sir
Alured was able to identify the chap at once. But
you're not suggesting, arc you, Professor, thai somebody
happened to come ale nig \vheu the man was lying by
the roadside and put these bits of paper in his pocket?"
" 1 think that the circumstances surrounding Charles
Alcott's death have never yet been satisfactorily ex-
plained,"
Hanslet shrugged his shoulders. " Well, the people
on the spot are happy enough about it," he replied.
" And after all, they investigated the matter at the
time* I'll admit that it's a queer thing about that letter,
but I still think that Charles Akott himself must have
faked it. He may have had some reason for wanting
to carry about with him something which would prove
his identity. He was a bit of a shady customer, I fancy.
Nobody seems to know where he came from that even-
ing. Anyhow, Professor, I didn't come here this even-
ing to worry you about Charles Alcott, What 1 really
want to know is whether you have any further sug-
gestions to make about Venner?"
*' I have nothing to add to the suggestions which I
have already made/' Dr, Priestley replied.
" Then I shan't trouble myself any more about the
case/' Hanslet said, with almost nn air of relief.
" Heaven knows there are plenty of other things to
be done without looking for a man who may be alive
or may be dead."
" Does that imply that the police will automatically
lose all interest in Venner's disappearance?" Dr.
Priestley asked,
*' Not exactly that. It means that we shall take no
active steps unless something fresh turns up, But, as
I was saying the other day, the Yard never forgets, nor
does it ever lose sight of a case. The records are always

